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a quite large gang of slaves for cultivating the land,
and for plying other trades, as is the custom in
the colonies; there were also various buildings, with
herds of cattle and suitable works. Everything was
seized, inventoried, and sold at auction, and this
execution lasted a long time; those who were
employed therein took their meals in the house.
These were the higher officers of justice, with the
lesser agents; it is right to suppose that the former
kept themselves within the decent behavior that be-
seemed them, but the others did not consider them-
selves obliged to assume any disguise. They found
themselves well feasted, and they were sure that
their employment was a very lucrative one; so they
did not dissemble their feelings. The superior of
the Jesuits was obliged to be present at the great
feasts which were given at his house during the
depredation, and he saw the joy that was shown
there. After the sale of the real and personal
property, there remained the chapel, with its orna-
ments and sacred vessels: it was stated in the decree
that these effects should be taken to the Reverend
Capuchin Fathers; this was done, and it was the
least objectionable use that could be made of them.
After that, the chapel was razed to the ground; and
the sepulchers of the bodies buried for thirty years
in this place, and in the neighboring cemetery,
remained exposed to profanation. The Jesuits who
came back from Louisiana to France have often been
asked the reason for this proceeding; they have
been told what astonishment and horror was felt at
this event; it has been said to them that this was
only to be expected from open enemies of the
Catholic religion: the Jesuits could only answer
these sayings by silence.



